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From The Desk of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for 
[ am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
~Isaiah 41:10~ 


Greetings Dear Readers: 


To say that the last quarter of 2017 has been tumultuous would be a true understatement. 
With catastrophic storms, earthquakes, mass shootings, political and racial division, imminent 
threats of nuclear war, protests and civil unrest, falling into states of apprehension, worry and fear 
may seem like the only way to face such confrontations. However, the Bible reminds us in the Book 
of Isaiah that we are not to fear. Instead, we must remember that our Savior promised never to leave 
or forsake us. In fact, He will give us the strength needed to sustain every dire situation or circum- 
stance. We can be encouraged by the Word of the Lord and His awesome, omniscient power today. 

In the same manner, I am expecting the power of the Lord to manifest and be with us as we 
convene for the 110th Holy Convocation in St. Louis, Missouri. I anticipate an awesome time of 
worship and fellowship with our members from across the globe during this exciting time. I ask 
that you pray with and for me and church leadership as we seek the Lord for a refreshing outpour- 
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ing of His Spirit. I hope to see you there. 

Lastly, I would like to extend very special thanks to COGIC Charities and the great work 
they were able to accomplish in 2017, especially for those who experienced devastating loss during 
this year’s active hurricane season. Tremendous thanks to 2nd Presiding Assistant Bishop Jerry 
Macklin, and his incredible team, for ensuring that the vision of our Super Resource Center in 
Houston, Texas became a successful reality. Thank you to all of our COGIC members and friends 
of COGIC who donated in so many tangible ways. May the Lord bless each of you mightily. 


In His Service, 
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Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 
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LETTER from the EDITOR 


Many Thanks to You! 


Dear TWT Readers: 


With this being our last issue of the year, I would like to take the time to thank each of 
you for your commitment to our magazine, and for making 2017 magnificent. We appreciate 
your participation in our surveys and for the positive feedback and encouragement you’ ve 
provided on The Whole Truth’s Facebook page. Your involvement and commitment inspires us 
to continue delivering fresh content that is applicable to the times in which we live. 

As a token of our sincere appreciation for your loyalty to our readership, please enjoy Boe 
this binary issue where you'll find content by reading the pages forward as well as backwards. 
Again, from all of us at TWT, many thanks to each of you! 

As the 110th Holy Convocation quickly approaches, we invite you to review our brief 
overview of the week’s most anticipated activities and happenings on page10 of this issue. 

We certainly pray that the convention is a huge success but more importantly, that souls are 
harvested and lives are changed. 

Our current issue also displays the impactful benevolence of our great church, and the 
tremendous blessing COGIC Charities continues to be to all, especially in times of devastation 
and crisis. On page 60, read Evangelist Missionary Queen Phillips’ detailed account of COGIC 
Charities’ swift call to action during this year’s very active hurricane season. Every member 
of the Church of God in Christ can be proud of our church’s outstanding leadership capacities, 
on so many different levels, beginning with Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., and his 
boundless compassion for people everywhere. 

Some of the other exciting articles in this edition by which you’re sure to be blessed 
include guest writer Elder Torre Stocker’s account ‘of some amazing things that are occurring in 
the country of Brazil; a highlight of long-time COGIC member and New York Jets’ Left Tackle, 
Mr. Kelvin Beachum, Jr.; and another provocative message to millennials from our highly 
insightful columnist, Mr. Romell Witherspoon. 

Finally, we pray abundant blessings over each of you during the upcoming holiday 
season. We also pray God’s protection as you enjoy family, friends and the goodness of the 
Lord. We’ll see you next year! 


By His Grace, 


$n 0. 


April E. Quillen 
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Year after year, the excitement, anticipation and expectation remain unmatched. Saints of 
all ages and from every walk of life travel by plane, train, bus and automobile from around 
the world to gather for COGIC’s largest convention, Holy Convocation. All roads lead to 
St. Louis, MO for a Holy Ghost-filled worship experience like no other, convening 
November 6 — 14, 2017 for the 110th Holy Convocation of the Church Of God In Christ. 
Fervent prayer, dynamic teaching, anointed preaching and the magnificent ministry of 
music is what Holy Convocation is all about! An overview of Holy Convocation 2017 - 
events and activities are listed as follows: 


WWW.COGIC. ORG 


DAILY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2017 


11:30 PM - All Night Prayer Service: Monday, November 6th at 11:30pm to Tuesday, November 7th 
at 9:00 am with Evangelist Frances Kelley & Jurisdictional Prayer Captains 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2017 


9:00 AM — Service of Anointing — Speaker: Supt. Matthew Brown, Atlanta, GA 
7:00 PM — Evening Worship — Speaker: Supt. Destry Bell, Houston, TX 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2017 


8:00 AM — Morning Manna — Speaker: Supervisor Lee Van Zandt, Baltimore, MD 
12:00 PM — Mid-Day Worship — Inspirational Speaker: Pastor Earl Shannon, Olive Branch, MS; 
Main Speaker: Bishop Charles McClelland, Milwaukee, WI 


7:00 PM — Evening Worship — Speaker: Pastor Joel Osteen, Lakewood Church, Houston, TX 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2017 


8:00 AM — Morning Manna — Speaker: Pastor Charles Johnson, Detroit, MI 

12:00 PM — Mid-Day Worship — Inspirational Speaker: Evangelist LaTanya Blake Allen, Los 
Angeles, CA; Main Speaker: Supt. William McMillian, Baltimore, MD 

6:00 PM — Missions Hour — Speaker: Bishop Vincent Matthews, International Missions Department 
President, Memphis, TN 


7:00 PM — Evening Worship — Speaker: Bishop Milton Hawkins, Memphis, TN 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2017 


8:00 AM — Morning Manna — Speaker: Dr. Beverly Willis, Los Angeles, CA 

10:00 AM — Women’s Day Observances — Speaker: Mother Barbara McCoo Lewis, General 
Supervisor of Women, Los Angeles, CA 

10:00 AM — Men’s Day Observances — Speaker: Supt. Michael Golden, International Men’s 
Department President, Virginia Beach, VA 

6:00 PM to 7:55 PM — Women’s Day Early Evening Session 

8:00 PM — Ecumenical Worship Service — Speaker: Bishop Marvin Sapp, Global United Fellowship 
North Central Providence; Senior Pastor, Lighthouse Full Life Center Church, Detroit, MI 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2017 


8:00 AM — Morning Manna 

12:00 PM — World Youth Day 

7:00 PM — Evening Worship — Inspirational Speaker: Supt. Alan E. Evans, Detroit, MI; Main 
Speaker: Dr. Benjamin Stephens, International Youth Department President, Kansas City, MO 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2017 


7:00 AM — Sunday School Session 

10:00 AM — The Lord’s Day Worship Celebration — Speaker: Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., 
Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle, Los Angeles, CA 

7:30 PM — The Service of Episcopal Consecration and Holy Communion Service 

— Speaker: Bishop Michael E. Hill, Sr., Dearborn, MI 


EVENTS 


1550 0.1. JONES INSTITUTE: Tuesday November 7th, Wednesday November 8th, Thursday 

November 9th and Saturday November 11th — 9:00 am to 11:00 am — Best Practices and Strategies for 
Local Sunday School Growth — America’s Center - Evangelist Sharon Phillips Williams, Dean, O.T. Jones 
Sunday School Training Institute 


PURITY CLASS: Wednesday, November 8, 2017 — Institute Session: 10:00 am to 11:45 am — Puritan 
Registration: 10:00 am to 12:00 pm — Academic Bible Bowl, Scripture Tournament — America’s Center 
— Room #123 


THE 0.1. JONES MEMORIAL INSTITUTE: Wednesday November 8th, Thursday November 9th and Sat- 
urday November I 1th - 10 am to 11:20 am - Doctrinal Messages at 11:20 am - All classes have been 
designed to equip and empower the participants for ministry - America’s Center Main Hall - Bishop 
James L. Whitehead, Training Institute Chairperson 


COGIC CARES COMMUNITY CLEAN UP: Thursday, November 9, 2017 — COGIC Cares will partner with 


the city of St. Louis to help clean up a neighborhood in North St. Louis. If you’d like to 
volunteer for this event, please send an email to pr@cogic.org 


SUPER SUNDAY SCHOOL SENIOR DAY: Thursday, November 9, 2017 - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm — 


Celebrating Phenomenal Boomers and Distinguished Seniors - Featuring a variety of knowledgeable 
speakers and beneficial information — Health and Wellness, Senior Benefits, Fraud Prevention, Social 
Security - Vendors, Door Prizes, Refreshments — America’s Center 


AN EDUCATION AFFAIR: Thursday, November 9, 2017 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm — Thoughts on edu- 
cation will be shared by representatives of educational institutions, college and university leadership, 
Department of Education partners and a myriad of corporate and government subject matter experts 
— America’s Center — 2nd Floor Atrium 


COGIC HEALTH FAIR: Thursday, November 9th through Saturday, November 11th, 2017 — 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm — Health Screenings, Medical Assistance, Health Summit, Seminars, On-site Medical 
Professionals - America’s Center — Exhibit Hall 


CHURCH GROWTH ACADEMY: Thursday, November 9, 2017 — 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm with graduation on 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 from 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm - These sessions will help promote, develop, 
impart, refine and train church leaders for Kingdom Building — America’s Center 


ANNUAL WOMEN’S DAY: Friday, November 10, 2017 — Edward Jones Dome — 8 am: Morning Manna, 

10 am: Morning Worship with Mother Barbara McCoo Lewis, General Supervisor of Women — High- 
lights: Installation of Supervisor Designates, Assistant Supervisor Designates and National Evangelists 
— 6:00 pm to 7:55 pm: Early Evening Session: Hour of Power, Inspirational Messages, Testimonies 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS DEPARTMENT: Historic Missions Benefit Breakfast — Friday, November 10, 
2017 at 7:00 am / 


NATIONAL HOSPITALITY DEPARTMENT BREAKFAST - EARLY MORNING BREAKFAST & FASHION REVIEW: | 
Saturday, November 1 2017 at 7:00 am — Marriott St. Louis Grand Hotel — Majestic Ballroom A & B 7 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT GALA BREAKFAST: Celebrating 16 Years of Service 
and Reappointment to 4 More Years for Bishop Alton E. Gatlin, International Sunday School President — 
~ Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 7:00 am — Keynote Speaker: Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., Presiding 
Bishop and Chief Apostle ss 


cv aCe 


CHRISTMAS IN NOVEMBER: Saturday, November 11,2017 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm — Hosted by 
Bishop Lawrence Wooten, General Board Member — Williams Temple COGIC, 1500 Union Blvd., 

St. Louis, MO — job referrals, FREE cell phones to qualified individuals, toys, hot lunches, small house- 
hold items, FREE groceries, clothes, hygiene products, FREE haircuts, healthcare screening 


MORNING GEMS WITH LADY MAE BLAKE: Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 10:00 am — For bishops’ 


wives, supervisors, first ladies and wives of department heads — America’s Center Grand Ballroom 


INTERNATIONAL USHER DEPARTMENT: Thira Inaugural Celebration for Mother Dorothy Holmes — 


Saluting 45 Years of Service — Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 10:00 am — America’s Center 


LITTLE SAINTS IN WORSHIP: Saturday, November 11,2017 at 12:00 pm with the International 
Sunshine Band and Evangelist Leslie Pace, President — America’s Center - Hall 5 


COGIC CHARITIES BANQUET: The Annual Church of God in Christ Presiding Bishop’s “We Care” 
Banquet: Saturday, November 11, 2017 at 3:00 pm — COGIC Charities is the benevolent arm of the 6.3 
million member Church of God in Christ — Marriott St. Louis Grand Hotel Majestic Ballroom - Guest 
Speaker: Mr. Chris Tucker 


CHAPLAINCY VETERANS CELEBRATION: Saturday, November 11,2017 — The Chaplaincy extends an 


invitation to ALL VETERANS of the church to join us in celebrating members of all branches of military 


DEPARTMENT SCHEDULES 
INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELISM 


PREACHERAMA: Preachers & Evangelists 49 & Younger - NEXGEN - Tuesday, November 7, 2017 
— America’s Center — Room 130/132 — Service begins immediately after Evening Worship 


L.C. PAGE SCHOOL OF MINISTRY: Wednesday, November 8th through Friday, November 10th, 2017 - 
The L.C. Page School of Ministry will take place during the O.T. Jones Memorial Institute — ek S 
Center — Hall #5 


WOMEN'S MINISTRIES: Dr. Dorinda Clark-Cole will lead the women’s activities during the second half 
of the Bishop L.C. Page School of Evangelism 


EVANGELISM RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION BREAKFAST: «Fanning the Flame” - Friday, Novem- 
ber 10, 2017 from 7:00 am to 9:00 am — Four Seasons Hotel, 999 N 2nd Street, St. Louis, MO 63102 
— Guest Speaker: Bishop John H. Sheard, Chairman of the Board of Bishops; Prelate, ee Sout 
west First Jurisdiction 


*Schedule Subject to Change 


Sonya D. Bradford is a member of Deliverance Center Ministries COGIC in Sprinstield, MA (Massachusetts fra) Shei is also a 
licensed evangelist and gospel announcer for 90.7FM WICC. . 
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A MESSAGE for MILLENNIALS 


I have an unmovable belief that 


although words are free, they can 


cost you everything! The philoso- 


pher Confucius once said, “He 
who says he can and he who says 
he cannot are both usually right.” 
So what do you speak about your- 
self? You have the power to talk 


yourself in and out of blessings 


based on your vernacular. 


ND 


About 6 years ago, the words I 
spoke over myself changed the 
very navigation of my life. I had 
just moved to New York immedi- 


ately after graduating college and 


was working at a Costco in Brook- 


lyn. For a year straight, I had not 
booked a single audition for any 
television shows, movies, or com- 
mercials. I consistently fell on the 
wrong side of “almost”! That’s 
when the voice of doubt began to 
creep in. Am I good enough? Do 

I belong in this industry? God, is 
this what you have truly called me 
to do? I learned through this try- 
ing time of my life that doubt and 
certainty cannot live in the same 


mind at the same time. 


I was bagging groceries when a 
middle-aged woman expressed 
that she did not like where I placed 
her eggs in the cart. She moved 
me out of the way and began to do 
my job for me in front of a long 


line of customers. Being humiliated 


and embarrassed led me to being 
fed up with that job and where | 


was in life, in general. 


When I clocked out for the day, I 
decided to walk home instead of 
catching the train or a taxi. I had 
a one-on-one with God that I will 


never forget. My prayer started 


with a plethora of complaints and 
mouthfuls of what was not going 
right in my life. I felt like God 
was ignoring me. I didn’t feel or 
hear from Him. Then it happened! 
I said to myself out of anger and 
discomfort of my Costco job, “I 
am booking the next audition that 
comes my way, and that’s a prom- 
ise.” I didn’t promise that to God, 
I promised it to myself. I imme- 
diately spoke my preferred future 
over myself. I decided to say what 
I saw for myself, until I saw what 
I said about myself. I believe with 
everything in me that got God’s 


attention. 


One week later, I got an audi- 
tion for a Rocawear commercial 
featuring superstar rapper, Jay-Z. 
As soon as IJ got the call about the 
audition, I gave my resignation 

to Costco. If that’s not faith then 
I don’t know what is! I removed 


the ground I had to stand on, and 
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I stood on the rock of God’s Word 
instead. Hebrews 11:6 says, “But 
without faith it is impossible to 
please him...” I had not auditioned 
yet; I didn’t even have a day or the 
time confirmed, but I was not tak- 


ing “no” for an answer this time. 


I reminded God of His Word, yet 
I still did my part by speaking it 
over and over again. Sometimes 
we only speak God’s Word as 
pertaining to our salvation. I spoke 
His Word concerning my career 
path. I would say things like, 
“This job is mine.” I spoke it into 
my life! You can speak to your 
grades, your level of education, 
your ability to father your chil- 
dren, your inability to be a good 
son or daughter. Sure as the sky 
is blue, I landed the lead role for 
the Jay-Z commercial which paid 
more in 16 hours of filming than 
Costco did in a year. The residu- 


als from this national commercial 


kept me above water for months. 


When you speak a healthy word 
about your future, you make 
yourself eligible to receive residu- 
als off of the very words you’ve 
spoken. All you have to do is 
speak it one time! Everything 
turned around because I spoke 

the preferred future over my life. 

I went on to continue this process 
and along came opportunities with 
major television appearances, such 
as Blue Bloods, The Good Wife, 
Person of Interest, Madam Secre- 
tary, Elementary, and even an Olive 
Garden commercial, just to name 
a few! And I have never been an 
extra - every role has either been a 
principal character or a supporting 
lead. So I challenge every millen- 
nial to speak aloud their preferred 
future and take that leap of faith 
that causes God to respond to situ- 


ations. 


The words we speak translate the 
inner contents of our minds and 
hearts. If you would take the time 
to truly listen to what someone 
speaks and thinks about, you will 
know everything there is to know 
about them. Life is not about 
where you are, it is about where 
you're going. In order to have 
competence for today, it is manda- 
tory to have vision for the future. 
One must want to make a legacy 
more than making a living! You 
have the power and ability to set 
the precedent for your character. 
Your character is simply the sum 
total of your conscious decisions. 
Your choices are birthed from 
what you say and believe about 


yourself. The best way to get back 


what was stolen from you is not 
to ask for it back, but to demand it 


DO NOT WASTE WORDS! 


back! A demand is nothing more 


than an instant request. 


What’s in your life that you would 
like to be turned around instantly? 
Well, I have good news for you: 
You can have it as soon as you 
demand it! It can instantly be 
yours, as soon as you decide to 
speak it with authority, certainty, 
and power through Jesus Christ! 
Never let your friends set the bar 
for what you believe or what you 
decide to speak over your life. 


You are who you hang around. If 


you hang around those who speak 
negatively and only elaborate 
about what’s not going their way, 
you will find yourself doing the 


exact same thing. 


Words are powerful, painful, 
amazing, awful, life-changing, 
and life-threatening. You simply 
have to choose the way of life in 
which you’d like to go. Words are 
the cause and the types of words 
you use are the effect. If you can 
keep in the forefront of your mind 
that words are the vehicle to your 
destiny, you will always say some- 


thing worth saying. 


There are 86,400 seconds ina 
day. Once the day is gone, we will 
never see those seconds again, 


and there are no do overs. What 


if those seconds were dollars? If 
you got paid $86,400.00 every 
morning but you couldn’t save it 
after the next day, how would you 
spend it? That may be a simpli- 
fied analogy, but that is how you 
should see your words. You get 
one shot every day to speak a life 
of positivity, wealth, health and 
success. Your words do not roll 
over; however, they have a cause 
and effect on your future. Invest 
your words properly so that you 
can make good on the investment 


and reap the benefits of your labor 


by way of residual blessings and 


God’s unmerited favor. 


God promises that if He has begun 
a good work in you He is able to 
complete it! What is a promise? 

It is the future being told to the 
present. God is guaranteeing your 
future based on what He has put 
inside of you. Let your dreams con- 
sume you, not your memories. That 
way you’re always moving forward 


and never looking backward. 


Words create motive, motive 
creates honesty, honesty creates 
discipline, and discipline creates 
blessings! Remember, words can 
either depress you or bless you. 
You will always be one of two 
things, the challenger or the cham- 


pion! The enemy wants to lure you 


with charm and kill you with rage. 
Speak the hedge of protection in 


the name of your preferred future! 
TWT 


Romell Witherspoon was born and raised 
in Seattle, Washington to Pastor Reg- 

gie and Laura Witherspoon. He |s a firm 
believer that every challenge encountered 
thus far was designed to build his charac- 
ter. His favorite scripture is Proverbs | 8:16, 
“A man’s gift makes room for him and 
brings him before great men.” 
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By Missionary Charea Batiste 


Pastoring a church is no easy feat, but it 
is especially challenging when a change in 
leadership occurs. However, with the help of 
God, new pastors can smoothly transition into 
power and successfully lead their congrega- 
tions. The Whole Truth magazine interviewed two 
COGIC pastors about this topic. 


Dr. Ronald Britt is in his second year as pastor of Greater 


Victory Temple (GVT) COGIC in Seaside, California. 


Beginning in 1987, Dr. Britt served faithfully as Bishop Ham- 


ilton’s personal adjutant and son in the Gospel. Currently, he 
serves as a national overseer in COGIC’s Adjutant Department and 
as the chief adjutant of the California Northwest Jurisdiction. 


IWT: Bishop W.W. Hamilton 
(General Board secretary emeritus 
and California Northwest Jurisdic- 
tional prelate emeritus) is GVT’s 
former pastor. What are the chal- 
lenges of taking over a church? 


Or. Britt: Following in the foot- 
steps of Bishop W.W. Hamilton 
is very difficult. People love their 


former pastors and cannot switch 
that feeling to a new pastor over- 
night. But members are now em- 
bracing and accepting me, which 
feels good. Pastors, you have to be 
patient; trust that God will walk 
you through it, and learn how 

to walk in and out from God’s 
people. 


TIWT: What is your vision 
for GVT? 


Pr. Pitt: The spiritual vision is, 
“Lost souls are our priority; each 
one win one. Building the body 
of Christ to advance the body of 
God.” Naturally, our vision is 
having an assisted living facility 
for the saints (which is already in 


iS, 


progress), being the first church in 
Seaside to have an outdoor LED 
sign featuring announcements, and 
getting a small bus to transport the 
elderly saints, handicapped, and 
CSUMB students to church. 


TWT: What do pastors do 
when they need prayer and 
support? 


Or. Britt: Pastors go to other pas- 
tors and confide in them. Once a 
quarter, a diverse group of Mon- 
terey Peninsula pastors have lunch 
and pray for one another. We talk 
about challenges and struggles, 
and that has been great. 


TWT: How do you balance 
being an approachable and 
open pastor but still being 
firm and direct? 


Or. Britt: 1m still learning. 
Pastors, be firm, consistent and 
direct, but still have a gentle 
touch. Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey 
them that have the rule over you, 
and submit yourselves: for they 
watch for your souls...” (KJV). 
Pastors have to look at how God’s 
sheep— despite their sins — belong 
to the church, and nurture them 
into being spiritually healthy. 


TWT: What’s your advice for 
new pastors? 


Or. Britt: Seek God and make 
positively sure He has called you 
to be a pastor. Glamour is on the 
outside, but the responsibility and 
call are GREAT. Being a pastor is 
a unique calling, requiring a spe- 
cial care and love for the people 
of God. Pastors cannot do it by 


themselves; we need a team and 
leaders supporting us. 


TWT: Final thoughts? 


Or. Britt: Bishop W.W. Hamil- 
ton says he still loves all of his 
GVT church family, the California 
Northwest, and the Church Of 
God In Christ. Following in his 
footsteps is an honor and a hum- 
bling experience for me. 
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Pastor Michael Eaddy has been 
pastor of the People’s Church of 
the Harvest COGIC in Chicago, 
IL since 1979. He is also chairman 
of the General Council of Pastors 
and Elders (GCPE). A major goal 
of the GCPE is the construction, 
implementation and operation of 
the GCPE Pastors Retreat and 
Recovery Center, Phase | by 2020 
on the Mason Temple Campus in 
Memphis, TN. The GCPE focuses 
on Judicial Process, Individual 
Success, and COGIC Oneness. 


TWT: As chairman of the 
Pastors and Elders Council, 
what are your primary re- 
sponsibilities? 


Pastor Eaddy: I cast vision, de- 
velop policy that accomplishes the 
goals and objectives of the GCPE, 
advocate for the needs of pas- 
tors, and administratively imple- 


- ment the agenda developed by the 


committee members and council 
chairmen. 


TWT: What are some chal- 
lenges and joys of being a 
pastor? 


Pastor Eaddy: One of the great- 
est challenges has been to remain 
relevant and clearly address the 
spiritual and social ills of my com- 
munity and city. Nothing gives 

me greater joy than facilitating 

the transformation of individuals’ 
lives. Additionally, our ministry 
prepares individuals for their min- 
istry assignments. 


TWT: How can someone 
know that he has been called 
to pastor? 


Pastor addy: A call to the pas- 
torate follows a love for God, His 
Word and His people, with a pas- 
sion to advance God’s agenda on 
the earth and see lives transformed 
for the better. 


TWT: What advice can you 
give to new pastors? 


Pastor Eaddy: Discover the spiri- 
tual DNA of your church. Success- 
ful ministry begins with an accu- 
rate and authentic perspective of 
your church, which is discovered 
as a result of that pastor’s personal 
relationship with God and revela- 
tion from God. Originate, don’t 
imitate; success comes with ac- 
curacy, authenticity and allegiance 
to a God-inspired vision given 
individually to you. TWT 


Missionary Chared Batiste is a guest writer 
who attends New Beginnings Community 
Church. Her hometown roots belong to 
Greater Victory Temple COGIC in Seaside, 
CA where Elder Ronald Britt is Pastor. 
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Millennial Style 


New York Jets 
—Left Tackle 


Kelvin Beachum, Jr. 


By Evangelist DeLisa Reed 


“We will not hide them from their children, shewing to 
the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and His 
strength, and His wonderful works that He hath done. 
That the generation to come might know them, even 
the children which should be born; who should arise 
and declare them to their children: That they might 
set their hope in God, and not forget the works 
of God, but keep His commandments...” 
(Psalm 78:4, 6-7) 


“Life’s priorities are not something you add to your life. 
They are a course you choose.” 
— Kelvin Beachum, Jr. 
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ere we have a young man who 

knows how to balance faith, fam- 

ily and football — in that EXACT 
order. I would add “fame” to this list as well, except 
it really doesn’t factor into the equation at all. You’ 
see, Kelvin Beachum, Jr. knows exactly where ev- 
ery one of his blessings comes from in this life. In 
fact, his priorities are in such impeccable order that 
straying from just one of them puts him totally out 
of step with God on the path He has laid before him. 

_ At 28 years old, this New York Jets left 

tackle is a son of the church who continues to hold 
on to the very Y.P.W.W. (Young People’s Willing 
Workers) pledge he learned as a child. He contin- 
ues to pledge his unselfish devotion and loyalty to 
the principles and doctrine of his COGIC faith. He 
continues to be representative of holiness in his 
everyday life. And daily, his life mirrors the image 
of Christ. So, where did it all begin? 

Living in Jacksonville, Florida with his wife 
Jessica, his 3-year-old daughter and unborn child 
due in November, Kelvin passionately makes the 
disclaimer that he is a proud member of Cameron 
Chapel Church of God in Christ in Mexia, Texas, 
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where his grandfather, Elder J. W. Beachum, has 
pastored for over 30 years. He is also a member of 
the Hope District under the leadership of his uncle, 
Superintendent Demetrius Beachum, and a member 
of Texas Southwest Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction under 
the leadership of the Honorable Bishop Samuel E. 
Iglehart, Prelate. 

Naturally, Kelvin’s biggest heroes and role 
models are indeed his father and his grandfather. 
“They both continue to overcome a tremendous 
amount of adversity. My grandfather has been blind 
most of his life, and my father received up to an 
eighth-grade education, but both have achieved so 
much. They have taught me the power of hard work 
and prayer, and are examples of faithfulness in ac- 
tion, especially within the church.” 

Kelvin Beachum’s foundation in holiness 
started before he could talk good. His mother, Mrs. 
Culetta Beachum, fondly recalls, “When KJ was 
three or four years old, he was fascinated by the sto- 
ry of Jonah and the whale. He had this yellow piano 
with three keys, and used to preach to his grandpar- 
ents about Jonah and the belly of the fish, and back 
himself up on that piano. They used to take him to 
an elderly home with some of our family friends 
and he would preach to them about Jonah. They 


evel 


had 
has - 
COC 
had 
cipl 
bles 
prin 
faitk 
that 
root 


of K 
he r 
fron 
that 
and 
ing | 
with 
men 
wit 
and 
neec 


Bea 


even started an offering for him!” 

The impact the Church of God in Christ has 
had on Beachum’s life has been tremendous and 
has made him who he is today. By growing up in a 
COGIC household, he understood the guidelines he 
had to follow. As a result, these are the same prin- 
ciples to which he holds his daughter as well. “I am 
blessed to have a wife who grew up with the same 
principles. It’s great to grow in 
faith and grow my family with 
that dynamic and a foundation 
rooted in faith and discipleship.” 

Although the foundation 
of Kelvin’s faith is deeply rooted, 
he realizes that God desires more 
from him than lip service or a life 
that is predicated upon the salvation of his parents 
and grandparents. Thus, he has invested his total be- 
ing to ending world hunger through his partnerships 
with World Vision, Feeding America’s Entertain- 
ment Council, and Bread for the World. Working 
with these organizations has revealed the magnitude 
and magnificence of God Himself when meeting the 
need of so many suffering people in the world. 

Although not an ordained minister, Kelvin 
Beachum fully understands the objective in spread- 


‘World Vision 
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ing the gospel message of Jesus Christ. “No, I’m 
not somebody that needs to stand behind a pulpit to 
do church. I get to do church every single day. I do 
church with the love of Jesus Christ and can serve 
in capacities where He gets the glory. It’s not about 
me. And, I hope that I can be an example to others. 
It is an honor to live my life with the mission to 
glorify Him and serve others through that agenda.” 
In addition to his work with 
world hunger, Beachum has in- 
vested in STEM education and has 
created several opportunities for 
young people to “go pro” in the 
field of Science, Technology, Engi- 
neering and Mathematics. He has 
been instrumental in introducing 
students to the STEM program through partnerships 
with Chevron and American Airlines. In partnership 
with the UT Tyler Ingenuity Center, the first annual 
STEM in Mexia was launched, which provided 
three impactful days of STEM programming, inter- 


active technology, museum quality Chevron 


American & ~ 
Airlines 4 
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exhibits and access to state-of-the-art equipment for 
the students within Mexia ISD. 

Now, although he has traded his pocket-pro- 
tector for a career in football, he is still a big kid at 
heart and a self-proclaimed athletic nerd. “I like to 
kid around that I am an athlete and a nerd. I do a lot 
of STEM programming in my hometown and one 
of the students approached me during my annual 
STEM camp. He played on the football team but 
was also on the robotics team. He introduced him- 
self as an athlete and a nerd. I felt a kindred spirit 
with him in that way. I have a passion for drones 
and robots and technology, and still to this day 
watch ‘Dragon Ball Z’ and ‘Dragon Ball Super.’” 
Football is Beachum’s chosen profession 


because this is the platform that God has chosen for 
him to do good unto others. As we all know, foot- 
ball is a rough sport that does not always lend itself 
to a kinder, gentler spirit. Thus, a prayer life is vitally 
important in this line of work, and daily life in gen- 
eral. “I pray all day, every day. I am blessed to pray 
with my daughter every night. She’s nearly three, 
and I get to teach her how to pray and we talk to 

God together. I am blessed to be on a team and ina 
sport amongst other believers who pray with me after 
practice. I’ve taken on a spiritual leadership role and 
it’s an honor to lead the team in prayer. As for game 
days, I pray before, during and after. There are times 
I need the Lord to convene to quicken my mind, 
body, and soul to perform when I need to perform. 

I strive to have a spirit of gratefulness throughout 
each day. On the other hand, my biggest challenge is 
finding a balance with God’s will and my ambitions. 
I pray about everything and seek His guidance. If it’s. 
not His will, then it’s not His will.” 


Unsurprisingly, not everyone on the team 
has a relationship with God in the same manner as 
Kelvin. When asked about how he relates to non- 
Christians on the team who may not understand 
his relationship with Christ, he responded: “My 
relationship with Christ isn’t about others; it is for 
others, however personal. But I am grateful for the 
opportunity to minister to others. I’ve been put in a 
place to minister to the person on my left and on my 
right in the locker room, and I win them over with 
the way that I live — living my life as Christ-like as 
possible. Those who agree, respect it. Those who 
don’t, don’t.” 

As a Christian athlete, Kelvin is excited_ 
about seeing God work in his everyday life and is 
thrilled for 
the oppor- 
tunity to 
glorify God 
with the 
platform he 
has been 
provided. 
“The Bible 
talks about 
gifts, and 
God saw fit 
to provide 
me with 
an athletic 
gift — the gift of football — and I get to use it daily 
to glorify Him. I am able to spread the Gospel in 
an unconventional way, and touch people, fans, and 
non-believers on a grand scale. I have the bless- 
ing of preaching to millions of fans every Sunday, 
whether it’s kneeling in prayer in the locker room 
or sideline, or in the way I approach life, or sharing 
the gift He provided.” 

A standout on the football field and in life as 
well, Beachum isn’t necessarily worried about be- 
ing different from his teammates. “I’m focused on 
being genuine, authentic, and unashamed. There is < 
song by The Soul Seekers called ‘Another You’ that 
has a line that goes, ‘There will never be another 
you.’ I strive to be the best version of me I can pos- 
sibly be.” It’s clear that Kelvin’s self-expectations 
are extremely high. He is never satisfied. He feels 
that there is always more work to be done, success 
to be achieved, and more people to serve. He has 
learned to celebrate successes, but stated that he 
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...on game days, I pray before, during and after. There 
are times I need the Lord to convene to quicken my mind, 
body, and soul to perform when I need to perform. 


never wants to become complacent. As he sees it, 
every day yields new opportunities for setting new 
goals. He strongly encourages other millennials to 
embrace and initiate their dreams for serving God 


and others. 
“Find your 
passion and 
pursue it full 
steam ahead. 
The best thing 
is to be on fire 
for something. 
When you 
ignite that pas- 
sion, serving 
others seems 
instinctive. 
You are ex- 
cited to share 
what you love. 
Additionally, 
to all young 
people, espe- 
cially those 
who are gifted 
and talented 
within the 
Church of God 
in Christ, in 


‘a Kingdom-man who fervently sought the face of 


Wow! The total package sealed in faith and 
service to others, wrapped in the love of family, and 


engaged in the 
intricacy of 
football, all 
with the inten- 
tion of gaining 
eternal life 
and seeing the 
face of the One 
he has wor- 
shipped with 
his millen- 
nial life. What 
more could 
God ask for? 
TWT 


For more 
information 
on Kelvin’s 
lifeworks, 
please visit 
his website at 
http://www. 
kelvinbea- 
chum.com. 


particular, Bea- 
chum urges, “Don’t forget where you come from, 
first and foremost. Don’t forget God as you ascend. 
You have to honor God every step of the way. Don’t 
just honor Him with your love, but with your time 
and your resources.” 

Kelvin Beachum, Jr. has indeed honored 
God in the short 28 years he has been on this earth. 
His impact is felt across spiritual, generational, so- 
cietal, and educational lines. His faith-walk denotes Dee, a 30-year veteran public school educator, is a member of 
that of someone quite seasoned in his beliefs and Cathedral of Faith COGIC in Euless, TX. She is a member of 
genuinely passionate about taking on that which is Texas Northeast First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction which is led by 
rooted in prayer, fasting, and the Word of God. As her pastor and bishop, the Honorable Bishop James E. Hornsby, 
a result, his desire is to always be remembered as and Supervisor of Women, Mother Pia Haynes-Williams. 
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PASTOR JOEL OSTEEN is slightly less than six feet tall but has 


made giant strides for the Kingdom of God. Not only does 


he believe for big things, but he encourages others to take the 


limits off of God and to pray bold prayers. 


The senior pastor of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas is 


known throughout the world as the smiling preacher. Pastor 


Osteen is the son of the late John Osteen, who began the 


nondenominational church in 1959 with his wife Dodie 


Osteen. The church was known as the Oasis of Love. 


After the 
sudden death 
of his father 
im 1999) Joel 
Osteen became 
the senior pas- 
tor of Lakewood 
Church after 
working behind 
the scenes for 17 
years. “I never 
dreamed I would 
be doing this,” Pastor Osteen re- 
called. “I was comfortable in the 
background working with editing 
the weekly television program. 
This is why I can encourage others 
to dream big because you never 
know what gifts and talents God 
has put inside of you.” 

Both Bishop C.H. Ma- 
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son and Lakewood founder John 
Osteen came from humble be- 
ginnings. They both preached a 
simple, Gospel message. “I be- 
lieve the message of my father and 
Bishop C.H. Mason is still relevant 
today,’ Pastor Osteen said. “It 
may come out in a different form, 
because God gives us different per- 
sonalities. But it’s the same mes- 


sage of love and hope 
to everyone,” he said. 
It’s easy for 
Pastor Joel Osteen to 
speak of hope. He 
has witnessed the 
evidence of its power. 
Doctors had given up 
on his mother after 
she was diagnosed 
with liver cancer in 
1981. They also gave 
up on his sister who 
had a disease similar to cerebral 
palsy. God miraculously healed 
them both through the prayers 
and faith of founder John Osteen. 
That type of hope has been planted 
deep within Joel Osteen, and it’s 
that message that he wants to 
share with the world. 
Pastor Osteen has been 
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. ~~ Lakewood is both'racially and.economically diverse. There 
are approximately 50,000 attendees ‘each week. 
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faulted by some 
people for having a 
mega church. “We 
didn’t try to be the 
biggest church. My 
dad started out with 
90 members and 
the church grew 
by showing love to 
people. The people 
just continued to 
come when I be- 
gan to pastor and 
we didn’t think we should turn 
anybody away. I never dreamed 
I would have church where I used 
to watch the Houston Rockets play 
basketball.” 

Pastor Osteen has made it 
a point to celebrate leaders who 
have a different type of ministry. 
“Just because we disagree with 
people does not mean that they are 
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bad people,” he said. He believes 
in celebrating those who are called 
to teach various types of Chris- 
tian doctrine, including end time 
ministry and prophetic ministry, 
or whatever God has given them. 
“We are all unique,’ he said. “I 
want to celebrate what everyone is 
doing in the body of Christ. If we 
celebrate each other, God will take 
us higher.” 


Lakewood is both 
racially and economi- 
cally diverse. There 
are approximately 
50,000 attendees each 
week. Pastor Osteen 
says he’s called to 
cast a wide net of 
hope. He wants to 
help people fulfill 
their destinies and 
become the person 
that God created them 
to be. He said he looked forward 
to addressing the Church Of God 
In Christ during the 110th Holy 
Convocation, and offering encour- 
agement. 

“IT know what I’m called to 
do,” he said. He believes deeply 
that he has been called to equip, 
encourage and empower. “I have 
been criticized for being a minis- 


ter who offers hope. I want 
to offer hope to the discour- 
aged and help people who are 
already pushed down by life’s 
circumstances.” 

That message of hope 
has penetrated the hearts of 
countless people on radio and tele- 
vision for years. He also includes 
that message in the books he has 
authored, including: J Declare: 31 
Promises to Speak Over Your Life; 
Think Better Live Better; Your 
Best Life Now; The Power of I Am 
and others. He takes the scriptures 
to heart found in Romans 12:2 
KJV, “...Be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind,” and KJV 
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Philippians 2:5, “Let this mind be 
in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” 


Pastor Osteen has been ad- 
vised to preach more about disci- 
pleship and repentance. “I preach 
repentance,” he said. “Repentance 
means to change your mind. I 
encourage people to change their 
minds and to believe that God 
will help them overcome addic- 
tions and hardships and to see the 


love of God. I also give 
an altar call for salvation 
at each service and invite 
people to join a Bible-be- 
lieving church.” 
The charismatic leader 
has been consistent in his 
delivery of inspiration. In this 
season of unstable relationships, 
leadership, law enforcement and 
nations, Pastor Osteen believes 
there is a message to the church. 
“The church should be a part of 
the solution and not the problem. 
We should shine bright here.” 
This young preacher’s 
greatest joy is being able to touci 
someone else’s life in a positive 
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way. He loves to be told that God 
has used him to help someone get 
through a divorce or overcome 
their discouragement. “People are 
the closest thing to God’s heart,” 
he said. 

“My heart breaks when I 
see the injustice in the world. I 
hate to see people mistreated, or 
children without proper food and 
clothes, or those suffering with 
cancer and diseases. When I see 


_ people struggling, I want to tell 


them that there are good days up 
ahead. These are the people I 
want to speak to because people 
meed hope.” 

Sometimes it has been 
necessary for Pastor Osteen to en- 
courage himself. One of his favor- 
ite scriptures is Philippians 4:13, 
“T can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.” During the 
recent Hurricane Harvey catastro- 
phe, Lakewood was accused of 
turning people away. Because the 
church’s floodgates were threaten- 
ing to overflow, timing and safety 
were both an issue. 

“Because of the circum- 


stances, we did 
the right thing 
regarding when 
we opened 

the church as 

a shelter, yet we were blasted on 
social media. These are the times 
that I must be like Joseph and 
continue to bless people. What 
was meant for harm, God will turn 
around,” he said. “My reputation 
is in the hands of God.” 

Lakewood has partnered 
with a number of organizations, 
including Samaritan’s Purse, 
which is headed up by Franklin 
Graham. Pastor Osteen says they 
are committed to work with the 
organization for the long haul. 
Recovery is expected to take at 
least several years. Lakewood is 
also involved in missions globally, 
including medical missions in 
Africa. 

Surrounded by his wife, 
Victoria, their children, Jonathan 
and Alexandra, and his siblings 
and their spouses, Pastor Osteen 
considers himself a blessed man 
that they are all committed to the 


ministry. “I don’t believe I 
would be where I am today 
without Victoria by my 
side,” he said. “There, is 

something wonderful, about 
families ministering together,” he 
said. 

For now, he continues to 
be a fisherman casting the net as 
far as he can throw it. “When it’s 
all said and done, I want to be re- 
membered as the pastor who lifted 
up people, who encouraged people 
and who made the world a better 
place.” TWT 


Sandra Thompson Williams is an author 

and evangelist missionary at New Mt. Zion 
COGIC in St. Louis, Missouri. Superinten- 
dent Jessie Smith is her pastor and Bishop 
R| Ward is her prelate in Eastern Missouri. 
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“BISHOP RODERICK HENNINGS 
Is AN EXTRAORDINARY 
SPIRITUAL LEADER 

- SENATOR TIM KENNEDY 


“BISHOP HENNINGS 
SPEAKS POWERFULLY 
AND ELOQUENTLY 
- MAYOR BYRON BROWN 


“BISHOP HENNINGS 
HAS KEEN SPIRITUAL 
INSIGHT” 

- PASTOR BENNY HINN 


“ONE OF THE NATION'S 
MOST EXCITING 
PREACHERS’ 

- BISHOP J. DREW SHEARD 


World renowned speaker and author, Bishop Roderick L. Hennings, 
Founder & Senior Pastor of Zion Dominion Global Minstries, has a unique — 
ability to communicate the Word of God without compromise. This book | 
is a collection of intimate conversations with God, along with messages | 

. and studies developed to make life experiences applicable | 
ig hase and relevant by showing biblical concepts. 
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‘WORKS for GOOD 


By Evangelist Missionary Queen Esther Phillips 


“And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.” 

— Romans 8:28 


Have you ever been 
betrayed by someone close 
to you or in your inner circle’? 
lf so, you know the intensity 
of the pain and grief of the 
soul. More important, as 
painful as it can be, betrayal 
can work for our good if we 
love God and are fitting into 
His plans and chosen for 
His purpose. 


Unfortunately, betrayal is 
one of Satan’s powerful weapons 
used to destroy relationships, es- 
pecially a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. He will use anyone vulner- 
able or ignorant of his devices—a 
spouse, family members, friends, 
enemies, business partners, min- 
istry leaders and workers. These 
individuals are deceived by the 
enemy and are easy targets, if they 
have weaknesses, sin 
and weights, insecurity 
issues, spirit of rejec- 
tion, greed, etc. Many 
Christians, especially 
leaders, are blindsided 
by the act of betrayal 
because it is not consid- 
ered as a strategy used 
by the thief (the devil) 
to steal, kill and destroy 
relationships and trust. 

However, the 
inspiration for this 
article is on how be- 
trayal works for good 
although the enemy’s 
plot is destruction. 

Let’s consider our supreme ex- 
ample, Jesus Christ, and how 
He handled the betrayal of Judas 
Iscariot. You can read it in the four 
Gospels: Matthew 26:14-16, 20- 
25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke 22:21- 
23; John 13:18-26. Although 
betrayal is a strategic weapon used 
by Satan, our concentration must 
be from God’s perspective. Being 
omniscient, God’s purposes are 
scripted into His foreknowledge of 
man’s choices, both the good and 
bad, as with Judas Iscariot. From 
this perspective, we can view 
betrayal as part of the process God 
will use for His purpose. 

What can we learn from 
Jesus’ example of handling be- 
trayal? First, let’s consider Jesus’ 
knowledge base. He knew betrayal 


was inevitable. Yet, He did not 
focus on it as a method to destroy 
Him, but instead to bring about 
victory for anyone who would 
believe in Him, despite Satan’s 
attempt to defeat Him and inflict 
emotional pain. Expect opposi- 
tion, betrayal, and rejection, but 
know that God always causes us to 
triumph in Christ. 

Secondly, Jesus knew His 


Many Christians, especially 
leaders, are blindsided by the 
act of betrayal because it Is 
not considered as a strategy 
used by the thief (the devil) to 
steal, kill and destroy relation- 
ships and trust. 


Father’s plan and eternal purpose 
were greater than his temporary 
pain. Therefore, He didn’t take 
Judas’ betrayal personally as the 
end, but instead the process that 
would lead to the fulfillment 

of His purpose. When we take 
betrayal personally as a flesh and 
blood matter, rather than demoni- 
cally influenced, we tend to react 
out of emotion. In addition, tak- 
ing it personally distracts you 
from Kingdom assignment and 
the preparation process to greater 
purpose. Thus, we interrupt the 
process and risk falling prey to 
Satan’s scheme, just as the betrayer. 
Of course we dare not diminish the 
emotional pain caused by betrayal, 
yet, we must know that there is 
purpose in pain. 


Thirdly, Jesus could handle 
betrayal because He knew these 
four (4) truths: 1) He knew who 
He was, that He had come from 
God; 2) He knew His mission 
(purpose), that the Father had 
given all things into His hands; 

3) He knew His destination, that 
when His mission was finished, 
He was going to His Father (John 
13:2-4); 4) He knew betrayal had 
already been “scripted” 
and had to be fulfilled 
(John 13:18; Psalm 
41:9). 

Jesus is our per- 
fect example of how 
betrayal can work for 
good. Although Judas 
Iscariot’s betrayal was 
initiated by the devil to 
steal, kill, and destroy, 
the Father used it to 
ensure eternal life and 
hope through faith 
in Christ. Undeni- 
ably, being betrayed 
by someone you love 
and trust is a disheart- 
ening experience. However, the 
Holy Spirit empowers us to handle 
it. Like Jesus, our knowledge of 
God, trust in His faithfulness, our 
spiritual perception, and Kingdom 
assignment should change our 
perspective on betrayal— knowing 
that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according 
to His purpose. Yes, even betrayal. 
TWT 


Queen E. Phillips is an evangelist mission- 
ary, published author, CWC curriculum 
writer, and ministry leader at Mt. Rose 
COGIC, The City of Refuge, Crosby, TX, 
under the leadership of Dr. Ron Eagleton, 
senior pastor Email: queenephillips@gmail. 
com. Connect with Queen on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram. 
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AN ACTION-PACKED | 
REALM OF ACTIVITY 

The youth marched in unison and filled the 
air with a battle cry, led by modern-day 
Daniel, David, and Deborah millennial 
leaders, packing the halls, auditoriums and _ 
classrooms. Dynamic services and whole- 
some events were hosted by Youth and Music 
(YAM), Mission and Evangelism (ME), _ 
Sunday School and Scholastic Motivation — 
Ministries (SSM). These ministries, among 
others, held the sway of people by God’s 
grace, including: Men’s and Women’ S 
Conferences; Open Mic (nightly); Campus, 
Prison Disability, and Leadership Ministries; 
Pro-Life Education and Financial literacy for 
adults. 


Activities for youth, including a spelling 
bee, a mathematics Olympiad, and a comedy 
show occurred, among other exciting events. 
SSM featured a Robotics Ministry where 
youth learned about physics, mechanics, 
electronics, programming and vocabulary 
building. Chairman Dillard said these activi- 
ties were offered to “empower and encourage 
young people about their walk with God.” 


CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 
The Sunday School Convention, hosted 

by International President Bishop Alton E. 
Gatlin, and Mother Cleolia Penix (Interna- 
tional Field Representative), included the 
following speakers: Supt. A. Ray Long, 
Bishop Roderick L. Hennings, Dr. Marvel — 
Ross-Jones, Mother Barbara McCoo Lewis, 
Dr. J. Louis Felton, Supt. Billy Page, Evan- 
gelist Waynell Henson. The hosts, Bishop 
Alton E. Gatlin and Mother Cleolia Penix, 
also spoke. 


The World Missions and Evangelism Conven- 
tion presented various speakers, including: 
Elder Manuel Jiminez, Supt. Naté J efferson, 
Bishop Frances Kamau, Bishop Ahmed 
Screven, Apostle Tonya Roberson, and > 
IDOE Elect Lady Dr. Dorinda Clark-Cole. 
The hosts, International Missions President 
Bishop Vincent Matthews and International 


(IYD) President Supt. B . \j | 
and TYD Chairlady Joyce L 


IL); and Pastor Welton Smith | 
Family Church, Detroit a i 


Recording artists Anthony Bawa al id 
Group Therapy, Kim Burrell, J. J.H r- 
ston, Ruth La’ Ontra, Vashawn Mitchell 
and Chrystal Rucker ministered i in music 
throughout the week. In the Music Depart- 
ment, both youth and adult choirs, orches- 
tra, liturgical dance, heritage singers, Send - 
Judah First, musicians, chorale, and Sounds 
of Levi all contributed to making. the Char- 
lotte experience a remarkable oe . 


A sermon from COGIC Peedi Bop 
Charles E. Blake entitled, “The Evolu- 
tion of a Prince” culminated the activities 
on Friday. Nuggets were drawn from 

this message focusing on the life of Jacob 
whose character transformation potentially | 
mirrors the life of many of our oe 
raries today. 


The AIM convention’s time of worship, fel- 
lowship, networking, sharing and receiving 
certainly remains a highlight of COGIC’s 
annual calendar of events. We look forward 
to the 2018 AIM oo in as 
Indiana. TWT ; 


Minister Reginald Boswell is CEO of Bread Day Min- 
istries and a member of True Light COGIC, where 
Superintendent Dr Terrell Harris is pastor (COGIC 
Alabama First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction where Bishop 
OL Meadow is prelate). 
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FORGETTING 


Never start your order from scratch again! Setup up a Recurring Order this quarter 
and when the next quarter comes, your next order will be placed automatically. 
There's no risk; order adjustments can be made each quarter, as needed. 


Leave the "Remembering' to us! 


o ~~ 


AutoShip 


_ 


Recurring Orders Saves You Time & Money: 


¢ Eliminates mail, phone, and internet re-ordering. 
¢ Assures you get your order before the start of the quarter. 
* Orders will be delivered without effort, and automatically billed to your credit card. 


¢ Avoid the expense of express shipping cost. 


Call for more information, and set up your 
next Recurring Order today! 


1-877-746-8578 


Auto ship eligible products vary and are subject to change. 
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LEADERSHIP 
EMPOWE RME VT 7 
SUMMIT. | 
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Be ADVANCES 


LOCATION: SAINTS ACADEMY, LEXINGTON, MISSISSIPPI 


Open to all jurisdictional mission’ presidents/vice presidents, 
regional directors, and appointed missions’ officials! 


SUMMIT GOALS 
Strategic Planning ~ Vision Casting ~ Goal Setting 
Leadership Develooment/Empowerment ~ Fellowship 


Bishop Vincent Mathews, Jr. President 
Evangelist B. lrons & Elder T. Webster, Co Chairs 


REGISTER ONLINE! REGISTRATION OPENS SEPTEMBER 15TH 


cogicworldmissions.org 
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"For I know the thoughts that I thinktoward you, |» °* s 
says the Lord, thoughts of peace and nobof evil, : 
to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call c 
upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to ; 
you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you 
search for Me with all your heart.” ; 


— Jeremiah 29:11-13, NKJV 


e all have faced adversities and have 
been burdened with regret. Decisions 
you make today can and will change the 
trajectory of your life. Many difficulties that 
have occurred are because of bad decisions 
we have made. Your destiny can be attributed 
to the choices you make today, have made or 
will make in the future. The decision of where 
you will live, where you will go to school, who you will marry, 
where you will work, and the lifestyle you live will be contingent 
on today’s decisions, so you must choose wisely. Some adversi- 
ties, however, come from 
unforeseen personal trag- 
edies, like sickness, disease 
and death. These life events 
can cause a sense of hope- 
lessness, despair and deep 
depression. 

When you are ex- 
periencing deep, wounding 
pain, you want and need a 
comforting hug, especially 
in the midnight hour when 
all of your senses are ac- 
tivated and you see, hear, 
feel, taste and touch the 
heartbreaking harsh condi- 
tions of your past. The inci- 
dent or crisis plays repeated- 
ly in your mind. It becomes 
alive, like it just happened 
this very moment, although 
it might have occurred many, 
many years ago. 

Although it may be hard to hear and/or receive this mes- 
Sage right now, especially if you are currently in a crisis or an 
overwhelming time in your life, please know that everything you 
have or are going through is for a purpose. We may not understand 
why God allows us to suffer devastating circumstances, but I do 
know that if you hold on to the burdens of the past, you will get 
stuck in them and they will destroy you. Revisiting what was said 
or done to you will imprison your mind and heart. That is why the 
Word of God says in Philippians 3:13 (NKJV), “Brethren, I do not 
count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead.” 

Acknowledge and forgive the past and reach for your fu- 
ture. No, it will not be easy. It will take meditating on the Word of 
God, prayer and time, but you have to make the decision to put the 
grievance behind you. Trust God to give you strength. Our Pre- 


siding Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
Sr. preached on this subject one 
Sunday morning. He said, “Mourn 
the lost. Have the funeral, and let 
it go.” Yes, the devil will attempt 
to bring the situation back to the 
forefront of your mind and with it 
will come the pain, but God wants 
you to let it go and live. “A little 
while longer and the world will 
see Me no more, but you will 

see Me. Because I live, 
you will live also” (John 
14:19). 

I don’t know what 
you have faced in the past 
or what is in your future, 
but I do know that you 
did not and will not go 
through it alone. God was 
right there, supporting and 
sustaining you. No matter 
how stormy it became, God 
was with you. When you 
thought you couldn’t take 
anymore, He strengthened 
you. Now, you can look 
back and wonder how you 
made it through. 

Overcoming adver- 
sity, regret and forgiveness 
is a choice. Choose not to 
let the devil live in your 
brain reminding you of 
the ills of the past. Whatever the 
situation, let it go and allow God 
to keep His promise to you. “So I 
will restore to you the years that 
the swarming locust has eaten, The 
crawling locust, The consuming 
locust, And the chewing locust...” 
(Joel 2725). 

“Because He lives, I can face to- 
morrow. Because He lives, all fear 
is gone. Because I know, He holds 
the future, and life is worth the liv- 
ing, just because He lives.” Lyrics 
by the Gaithers. 


10 STEPS 


to Overcome Adversity 
and Live Without the Burden of Regret 


1. Accept that challenges are a part of life and God will not put 
more on you than you can bear. 


2. Pray. Establish a relationship with God. Being in the 
__ presence of God aay will conog and strengthen you. 


= oe ered yourself with a church community of friends who 
will ioe le oe 


4. nd yourself i ee victories of we e past. eos 
without < a i test, , there i is No testimony. 3 


2 2s ae Ee When the devil ene. you of on again 


| him that God has a poe future Planned for, ae 


6. You may have to remove e yourself from your city, state, 
church, job or environment. =e 


7. Remove yourself from toxic and ao people. 


8. Change your diet. Heavy meals with red meat will cause 
brain fog and you need to be able to think clearly. 


9. Seek professional, Christian counseling. 


10. Always be in a place of gratitude. 


Marion McNair is an Evangelist-Missionary at West Angeles COGIC (Los Angeles, CA) where she sings in the Mass 
Choir. She also teaches Biblical Studies at the Lynwood Women’s Correctional Facilities. 
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Written by Sharon D. Nolen a 
_-  . : : 
: ge 
* : : The return of the Lord is near Oh Calvary, Oh Calvary - y 
- : Let all the earth prepare You swallowed up precious blood - 4 
& = Let the saints of God look forward That was shed to destroy the bondage of sin ia | 
- .e _. To meeting Jesus in the air. And sealed God’s amazing love. . | 
& a e 
_The world will not be ready But is that how the story ends? ; +f 
_ for the church’s departure Precious blood being shed? : ‘ | 
| But the church of God looks forward No! The story continues * ol 
* “To the day of its rapture. When God raised Jesus from the dead. : | 
. _. The spirit of God is speaking This is called the “Resurrection” ge 
» . ToHis people one-by-one | Another chapter in our story gee ‘ | 
To wake them up and warn them For one day we, too, will rise from the dead * i 
: of the things that are to come. Giving God the glory. oe é 
Let us not take for granted For the dead in Christ shall rise first ; , : 
Even the air that we breathe And those that are alive and remain _ a. Ss | 
Let us be forever grateful Shall be caught up to meet Jesus inthe air — = a 
for all the things our eyes can see. We shall be forever changed. . 4 
| : i & Se " | 
: Grateful‘for God’s love Forever we will be with God a 
For-His mercy and His grace _ Throughout eternity 


: Grateful that He sent His Son 
_ To die in our place. 


Thank yo 
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By Elder Torre A. Stocker 


As Christians, we are charged to be an extension of God’s hands and feet in 
the earth. Brazil is one of the countries that has a strong Christian fellowship 
and COGIC membership.A third-world country, Brazil’s busiest city, Sao 
Paulo, is the third largest city in the world.Sao Paulo has a population of over 
|2 million and is highly impacted by drug usage and a high rate of homeless- 
ness. These issues only scratch the surface regarding the needs of the citi- 
zens of Brazil.lt takes a tremendous amount of unconditional love and com- 
passion to begin to address the voids and deficiencies of their less fortune. 


AS IPEWROLEIAU 


THE HEART OF A SERVANT 


Superintendent Naté M. Jefferson serves as the 
District Superintendent of District 5 in Salvador, | 
Bahia, Brazil and has had the opportunity to serve 
in the country of Brazil for over ten years. This 
opportunity was extended upon hearing the clarion 
call from his mentor and spiritual father - the late 
Bishop Samuel Moore - former prelate of the Ju- 
risdiction of Brazil. Jefferson’s love for the people 
and culture of Brazil ignited a passion and desire to 
work as a missionary, as Bishop Moore had. Bishop 
Moore laid his hands on Jefferson in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil and prayed that God would anoint and grant 
him a desire for souls and a burden for the mission 
field. That transfer from his leader began his jour- 
ney of missions that changed and impacted his life. 
The tools he had been given would ensure success 
as he interacted and immersed himself into those he | 
has been graced to serve. Because of the preaching | 
of the Gospel, many individuals have been deliv- 
ered and set free from the grips of satanic influence 
within the country. 


After a brief visit 
to some isolated 
regions in Brazil, 
Superintendent 
Jefferson was 
inundated with a 
burden to begin an 
initiative entitled, 
“Food For The 
Sole”. The key 
purpose of “Food 
For The Sole” is 

to provide food, 
sandals, and cloth- 
ing to the children 
across Brazil’s im- 
poverished areas. 
This effort operates 
entirely on dona- 
tions and contribu- 
tions of established | 
partnerships across 
our country. When 
asked about his 
mentality towards mission work, Superintendent 
Jefferson said, “I have been blessed to be a bless- 


PAE WROLE TRUTH 


ing. Proverbs 19:17 says, ‘When you give to the 
poor, you lend to the Lord and He will repay.’ This 
scripture has always reminded me of why I do what 
I do.” This abundant demonstration of servanthood 
is one of Supt. Jefferson’s heartstrings. He consis- 
tently yields his personal resources and donations 
that are raised throughout the year. Superintendent 
Jefferson continues to fulfill “The Great Commis- 
sion,” through strategic evangelism and outreach. 


NEW TERRITORY 


Based on current research and an assessment of the 
needs, Superintendent Jefferson made the provi- 
dential decision to expand his ministry borders and 
go into even more impoverished Brazilian terri- 
tories to provide hope, prayers and items to meet 
the personal needs of the people. Multiple areas in 
these unchartered regions are controlled by the drug 
cartel. Supt. Jefferson says, “Because of this con- 
trol conflict, we have to seek permission from the 
presumed powers to enter the area to do evangelis- 
tic and outreach work. Frequently, after going into 
these areas and preaching the Gospel, these persons 
will ask that we come and pray for them because 
of the reverence and respect we have gained from 
helping their community. Through this, God has 
proven Himself kind and faithful through the con- 
version of individuals that once trafficked drugs. 
These same individuals have been saved through 
the preaching of God’s Word and outreach.” 


MOVING FORWARD 


Through the continual prayers, evangelism and ef- 
fective outreach strategies of the Church Of God In 
Christ, Brazil is being advanced. In addition, there 
is an improved quality of life of the people. There is 
exponential growth with a positive trend. According 
to Superintendent Jefferson, in August of this year, 
the “Food For The Sole” initiative expanded its ter- 
ritory by being granted access and partnership with 
several Native Indian reservations in Brazil, which 
are populated by thousands of displaced Native 
Indians. Local pediatricians and social workers lent 
their support, enabling service to over 378 children 
from one tribe. They were provided food, clothing, 
and personal toiletry items. Due to overwhelming 
Support and outreach, 186 Native Indians received 
salvation and confessed Jesus Christ as their Lord. 
Tribal leaders expressed a deep desire to learn 
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more about the Church Of God In Christ and asked 
Superintendent Jefferson to be the bridge that would 
connect and train them. 


Superintendent Jefferson’s profound leadership in 
Brazil, along with his District Missionary, Evan- 
gelist Tiffanie Y. Lewis, has constructed the Bible- 
based “New Jerusalem Men’s Recovery Facility,” 
which houses 20 men recovering from drug and 
alcohol addiction. It also provides life and trade 
skills to assist with their transition. This year, three 
young men between the ages of 15-17 who lost their 
families to murder by the drug cartel, were given to 
the New Jerusalem Men’s Recovery facility because 
of the respect they have for the church. During the 
facility’s initial construction phase, COGIC General 
Board Member, Bishop Sedgewick Daniels, partnered 
with and provided support and the flooring for the 
initial dormitory. The next phase of construction 
will include two additional dormitories and a com- 
mercial kitchen. The New Jerusalem Men’s Re- 
covery Facility is operated and maintained by dona- 
tions from individuals in the community and other 
churches that have partnered with Superintendent 
Jefferson’s vision. 


Servanthood and missions work epitomizes Su- 
perintendent Naté M. Jefferson who extended his 
efforts beyond the four walls of the church. It is his 
desire to expand the reach of the Church Of God In 
Christ as he serves as Ist Administrative Assistant 
of the Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Brazil alongside 
his jurisdictional prelate, Bishop Terence P. Rhone, 
who gives him the liberty to serve and fulfill “The 
Great Commission.” TWT 


HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

For this great assignment to be effective, we need 
your continual prayers and support. Should you de- 
sire to give and support this work please visit: www. 
natemjefferson.com. 


Elder Torre A. Stocker (www.torrestockercom) is a published 
author and motivational speaker. Elder Stocker Is a faithful 
member and leader at The All Nations COGIC (Columbia, SC) 
where he serves under the phenomenal leadership of Superin- 
tendent Naté M. Jefferson, Senior Pastor 
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When you are success- 
ful at anything and people take 
note, they often ask, “How 
did you do it?” Recently, my 
success in a personal goal of 
self-discipline has brought me 
some noticeable results and 
rather than wait for people to 
ask, I'd like to share just how 
| did it. As a minster and ser- 
vant, my calling has a demand 
on my life and to a great de- 
gree, my health. Even though | 
didn’t have any serious health 
concerns, | was on medication 
and my doctor cautioned that 
my weight could lead to issues 
in the future. Although | heard 
what the doctor said, it didn’t 
give me any real urgency. 

Then people close to 
me began to make comments 
about my appearance and how 
I'd changed over the years. The 
truth was, | had gained weight 
to a point where | didn’t look 
the same, not even to myself! 
It was time for a change. | 
had to get the weight off and | 
needed a made-up mind to do 
it. | reached back and pulled 
up some encouragement that 
the Lord had given me to get 


The results of one of our best customers and 
supporters after hard work + our products!! 
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Real people with real results! 4 month 
transformation here. #results #mi 
#minutrition #michigan 
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through other difficult stages 
in my life. | dusted it off deter- 
mined to get through this. 
“Discipline is a bridge 
between goals and accom- 
plishments” is what the Lord 
gave me. If weight loss was 
my goal, | was going to need 
discipline to be the bridge to 
get me there. | didn’t get instant 
will power in prayer, but | did 
see my goal as being within my 
grasp, just over that “discipline 
bridge”. | leaned on the scrip- 
tures, took my doctor’s advice 
and got to work making better 
food choices, drinking water, 
exercise and praying. In prayer, 
the Lord gave me more encour- 
agement - “Strive-Achieve-Ex- 
cel.” | didn’t just have a goal, | 
had 3 tools to achieve my goal. 
| started at 282 Ibs. in Sept of 
2016 and by Christmas the 
same year, | had lost 55 Ibs. | 
chose to “STRIVE”. | could see 
the fruit of my new-found disci- 
pline. My regimen included go- 
ing to the gym Monday through 
Friday, working out 1-2 hours 
daily, including strength training 
and cardio. 
| saw success with my 


diet too. | found a healthy 
eating program that 
helped me to streamline 
my diet and | wasn't just 
meeting my goal... it was 
time to “EXCEL.” | fol- 
lowed an eating program 
called “MiNutrition”. This 
diet, along with my exer- 
cise regimen, boosted my 
success and as of today, 

| am 206 lbs. (a total of 
76 Ibs. lost and down six 


mention Pastor Bumbrey, 
you will receive a discount 
and a customized eating 
plan! 

Recently, | returned 
to the doctor and received a 
great bill of health. | am grate- 
ful to the Lord for helping me to 
“ACHIEVE”! Now, my goal isn’t 
just to lose weight, but to make 
the doctor take back the diag- 
nosis of any health conditions 
altogether. No more condition 
equals no more medication! 

Sharing what God has 
allowed me to accomplish 
in the area of weight loss is 
meant to encourage those who 
want success in the same area. 
On a larger scale, the impact of 
focusing my attention on self- 
discipline has been a blessing 
to me in every area of my life. 
It has impacted my church and 
| am seeing a change in my 
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319 South Main St. 


Royal Oak, MI, 48067 ie 
Phone: (248) 677-8578 [iollemaabaaliemeliadena 


Kickstart Your Weight Loss Journey! 


Refuge Temple congre- 
gation. | know it will not 
stop here. 

| truly believe that 
if you will embrace the 
same words of encour- 
agement that | received 
on this journey, they 
will have immeasurable 
impact in your daily life 


Nutrition [een 
EXCEL. Let these 
SPORTS NUTRITION -WEIGHT LOSS - VITAMINS 


sizes). “MiNutrition” is lo- 21070 Gratiot Ave. 


: Roseville, MI, 48066 
cal to Metro Detroit. If you [RR jeea (586) 293-0322 
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in your Christian walk 


ness life. Keep in mind 
as you start your own 
journey that the steps 
you take have to work 
together, just as | had to get 
disciplined to change my diet 
and exercise in order to lose 
weight. You will need to mix 
prayer, faith and obedience 
with your spiritual goal. Under- 
stand that as you cross the dis- 
cipline bridge from your goal to 
your accomplishment, it applies 
to ministry and familly. TWT 


Superintendent Waverly B. Bumbrey, 
Sr. is pastor and founder of Refuge 
Temple Cathedral of His Glory 
Church Of God In Christ in Detroit, 
Michigan. 


ober 28th 
Central Georgia Jurisdiction 
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Church of God in Christ 

PURPOSED TO INSPIRE AND INFORM COGIC 

READERS AND CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE 
Since 1895 


AD SPECIAL 


As we work diligently to inspire and inform our vast group of loyal 
The Whole Truth readers, sync with us to successfully promote 
your ministry, business, event, product or service! 


EVERY pastor, jurisdictional leader, 
department head and the like is encouraged 


to advertise their events in The Whole Truth! 


You can purchase a full page ad in one quarterly 
edition of The Whole Truth for $250. 


The WHOLE TRUTH DEAL is you purchase an ad for 


three quarters, we will give you the fourth quarter for free. That’s a full year 
of advertisements for the price of three quarters. What a Great Deal! 


Purchase 3 Ads 


Contact David George Newsome at 


twtads@cogic.org 
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Become part of the very FIRST and FASTEST GROWING i 
eMagazine that is circulating within the Church of God in Christ .... 
and beyond! 


Derica W. Rice 
Executive Vice Pres 
Global Services an 
Chief Financial Officer 
| Eli Lilly and Company ~ 


Started at Eli Lilly and Company in 1990 


Salutatorian of his high school class, 
first in his family to attend college 


Holds degrees from Kettering University 
and Indiana University 


A stronger sense of purpose. 


My mom was the smartest person | have ever known. She raised the seven of us on her own after my dad died when 
| was only 11. We never had much money, but | realize now that because of things she taught us, we were rich. 
| carry her wisdom with me throughout my daily work. 


| also watched my mom struggle with diabetes. Thanks in part to Lilly, | shared 25 years with her that otherwise 
would not have been possible. And now | have the opportunity to do the same for other people. 


Once, in a VA hospital, | was approached by a Vietnam veteran. He told me how his life was transformed by 
our medicines. And that’s when it clicked for me—the REAL impact of what we do here and the dramatic 
effect we have on people's lives. After that meeting, | had an even stronger sense of purpose. Lilly's 
done so much for my family and for many others. And | hope the work | am doing today will help my 

three children overcome some of the challenges they might face tomorrow. 
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COGIC Charities Response to 


Hurricane Harvey Disaster 
_- By Evangelist Missionary Queen E. Phillips 


When a natural disaster strikes, COGIC Charities leads the way. 
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Hurricane Relief from Chicago 
— By Elder Michael Payton 


Regardless of the ministry in which we serve, we must be 
ready to help those in need. 


| COGIC CHARITIES 


Globally Helping Others 


Within the past few years, 
natural disasters have stricken many 
families around the globe, from the 
Southern and Midwestern 
United States, to Haiti and Japan in 
the Far East. With little or no warn- 
ing, people’s worlds are being over- 
turned by homelessness, hunger and 
poverty, within a matter of 


minutes! COGIC Charities 
has been there to offer 
hope and help those affect- 


ed in their times of need. 

With a declining economy 
and the cost of living rapidly rising, 
families have felt the effects of the 
financial crisis. Young adults enter- 
ing college have lacked the funding 
to further their educational dreams. 
COGIC Charities has also been there 
to provide scholarships and help 
lessen the financial burden of college 
expenses. 

COGIC Charities is the 
benevolent arm of the Church Of God 
In Christ whose mission is to provide 
assistance for areas devastated by 
natural disasters and to provide edu- 
cational scholarships for high school 
students entering college. 

James 2:15-16 informs us, 
“Tf a brother or sister is naked and 
destitute of daily food, and one of 
you says to them, “Depart in peace, 
be warmed and filled, but you do not 
give them the things which are needed 
for the body, what does it profit?” 

In Hosea 4:6, God tells us, 
“My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge.” Since 2002, COGIC 
Charities, originally chartered by 
former Presiding Bishop GE. Patter- 
son, has raised millions of dollars in 
donations to assist hurricanes Katrina 


By Kim Manning, PhD 


and Rita victims and has contributed 
financially to organizations such as 
the American Heart Association, The 
Salvation Army, Second Harvest 
Food Bank, African Tsunami Relief 
Fund, the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (UNFAO) 
and to other organizations aiding vic- 
tims of natural disasters. In addition, 
COGIC Charities has awarded over 
half of a million dollars in scholar- 
ships since its inception. Under the 
leadership of Chairman of the Board, 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
COGIC Charities has awarded the 
most dollars for scholarships in the 
organization’s history. 

Contributions to COGIC 
Charities come from people like you 
and me who have responded to the 
Word of the Lord in Proverbs 29:7 
— “The righteous considers the cause 
of the poor, but the wicked does not 
understand such knowledge,” and 
in Psalm 41:1,-— “Blessed is he who 
considers the poor; The Lord will 
deliver him in time of trouble.” 

It is estimated that the Church 
of God in Christ is over 6.5 million 
members strong! So together, we can 
continue to make a difference in the 
lives of others around the world. Just 
think, if every member contributed 
just $60 a year (only $5 per month), 
we could collectively raise $390 mil- 
lion! What if we contributed even 
more? What a blessing we could be 
in the lives of those in need! 

Disasters are occurring more 
frequently in diverse places. Families 
need help in restoring their lives back 
to normal. Educational expenses 
are climbing at an astronomical rate. 
Our young people who have grown up 
in the Church of God in Christ need 


financial help in attaining their educa- 
tional dreams. What is our Christian 
response? To show our COGIC love 
and be a blessing to others through 
charitable giving! Every member can 
help. Join us who are making a differ- 
ence in the lives of others and living 

as God has commanded. Make your 
contribution and then ask your congre- 
gational members and family members 
to join you in charitable giving! Give 
your best! The benefits of charitable 
giving are eternal! 

When Jesus Christ returns in 
His glory and sits upon His throne, 
he will set the sheep of all nations 
on His right hand and say, “Come, 
you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: for I was 
hungry and you gave Me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was 
a stranger and you took Me in; I was 
naked and you clothed Me; I was sick 
and you visited Me; I was in prison 
and you came to Me... Assuredly, I 
say to you, inasmuch as you did it to 
one of the least of these My brethren, 
you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:34- 
36;40 46). 

To listen to our Presiding 
Bishop’s appeal for contributions to 
the Disaster Relief Fund of COGIC 
Charities, please see Appeal for 
Disaster Relief, or for more 
information, see COGIC Charities. 
Your donations are tax-deductible. 


Kim Manning, Ph.D. is the First Lady at 
Cathedral of Faith Ministries (Tallahas- 
see, FL). She serves as the Education 
Ministry Leader and teacher of the Word 
in various capacities. 
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COQIC Charities 


Response to 
Hurricane Harvey 


Disaster 


By Evangelist Missionary Queen E. Phillips 


When natural disaster strikes and there is a need 
to assist humanity in crisis, COGIC Charities leads 
the way. COGIC Charities is the benevolent arm of 
the Church of God In Christ that provides assistance 
in devastated areas, both domestically and abroad. 


As a resident of Houston, I wit- 
nessed first-hand the devastation 
caused by Hurricane Harvey. 
Thankfully, COGIC Charities 
launched a massive, national 
disaster relief effort to respond to 
the crisis in Houston and sur- 
rounding areas by helping indi- 
viduals, families and churches 
affected by the storm. 


Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake, Sr. sent out a clarion call 
saying, “Hurricane Harvey has 
devastated the Texas Gulf Coast 
area. Many of our pastors, mem- 
bers and thousands of Housto- 
nians were forced to leave their 
homes submerged in water, along 
with several of our churches. The 
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Church of God in Christ will help 
as many people as possible for as 
long as possible. Our prayers, our 
hearts and our resources go out to 
all of those affected by this over- 

Wwhelming natural disaster.” 


COGIC Department of Evan- 
gelism, under the leadership of 
Bishop Elijah Hankerson, In- 
ternational President, his team, 
and others who partnered with 
them, were first responders on the 
ground after the storm, providing 
immediate assistance to people in 
desperate need. The leaders of the 
long-term relief effort are Bishop 
J. W. Macklin, 2nd Assistant Pre- 
siding Bishop, and Bishop Vincent 
Mathews, International President 


of World Missions. Both were on 

the ground assessing damage and 
meeting with local Texas bishops, 
pastors and leaders sharing relief 

and recovery plans under the um- 
brella of COGIC Charities. 


Regional collection centers were 
established throughout the coun- 
try to collect much needed items, 
from the smallest to the greatest, 
for those who suffered great loss. 
The National COGIC Response 
Team partnered with at least 30 to 
50 regional locations to serve as 
major collection centers for partic- 
ipating churches and communities. 
This was a multi-denominational 
effort. A Super Resource Center 
(SRC) with over 60,000-sq. ft. of 


space was leased in Houston. The 
center was established to serve as 

the National Collection and Local 
Resource Center. 


In the Hurricane Response Plan, 
Bishop Macklin wrote, “The vision 
of our Presiding Bishop Charles 

E. Blake, Sr. is broad, yet focused 
on responding with passion and 
urgency to people in need.” 


“Houston Sings’— a musical 
response for hurricane relief was 
held on Sunday, September 17th 
at New Life Tabernacle COGIC, 
Supt. Carl Davis, host pastor. 
This was a COGIC, joint effort 

in which all combined Houston 
Jurisdictions, compassionate 
friends, and musical and special 
guests from throughout the city 
came together in a celebration of 
praise. The Web-A-Thon was live 
streamed during the concert event 
to give viewers the opportunity 

to make donations, and included 
video clips of amazing stories and 
testimonies of miraculous rescues 
and assistance to those in despair. 


On Thursday, September 21, 2017, 
the atmosphere of the 60,000-sq. 
ft. warehouse that now serves as 
the COGIC Super Resource Cen- 
ter echoed with enthusiasm and 
friendly greetings. There was an 
overwhelming sense of love, con- 
cern, care, and compassion as Pre- 
siding Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
Sr., General Board members, the 
Board of Bishops from across the 
nation, local church leaders, local 
civic leaders, COGIC members 
and friends arrived for the rib- 
bon-cutting ceremony that of- 
ficially opened the COGIC Super 
Resource Center (SRC) at 440 S. 
66th Street, Houston, Texas. 
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ITEMS TO BE DONATED TO HELP 
THE PEOPLE OF HARVEY: 


Non-Perishable Food 

Bottled Water 

Diapers All Sizes (Children And Adults) 

Personal Hygiene Products (Men/Women) 

Soap, Hand Sanitizers, Lotion 

Undergarments (Men/Women, Children, Youth) preferably new 

Children, Youth, Men and Women’s Clothing, preferably new 

Used Clothing — Please Note: Should be in good shape, clean, washed, folded, 
labeled — Your local cleaners will often donate unclaimed clothing. 
Shoes/Boots (Men/Women/Children) preferably new or slightly worn, good shape 
Baby Food and Formula, Car Seats 

Plastic Garbage Pails, Cloth and Duct Tape, Rubber Gloves and Hand Protection 
Plastic Trash Bags, Large and Small, 

Water Containers, Flash Lights, Tarps 

Brooms, Mops, Shovels, Rope, Tools, Wheelbarrows 

Wet-Dry Vacs, Mold Resistant Products 

Basic Medical Supplies (Crutches, Canes, Walkers, Wheel Chairs) 

Toys and Games, Bicycles in good shape 

Toilet Paper/ Paper Towels, Sanitary Products 

Cleaning Supplies, Disinfectants & Sanitizers 

Pet Food 


First Aid Kits and Supplies 

Ace Bandages, Aluminum Finger Split, Instant Cold Packs, Cotton Balls And 
Cotton-Tipped Swabs, Band-Aids, Disposable Non-Latex Gloves, Petroleum Jelly, 
Hand Sanitizer, Towelettes, Sunscreen, Insect Repellant, Scissors And Tweezers, 
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As of September 21st, 35 regional 
collection centers throughout the 
country have collected basic needs 
items, and 40 18-wheeler trucks 
have transported those items to the 
Super Resource Center, with more 
expected to arrive. 


Bishop Sedgwick Daniels, Gen- 
eral Board member, opened the 
ceremonial press conference with 
prayer and introduced 2nd As- 
sistant Presiding Bishop Jerry W. 
Macklin, Hurricane Relief Coor- 
dinator. Bishop Macklin opened 
by saying, “I know this is a press 
conference, but can we give God 
praise?” A thunderous applause 
and shouts of praise resounded 
with fervor. He introduced COGIC 
Presiding Bishop Charles Blake, 
Sr. as a compassionate leader, the 
voice of Pentecost, and the world’s 
greatest religious leader. 


Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake, Sr. expressed thanks to 
Bishop Macklin for devoting his 

time away from his family, and for 

his energy exerted while being on the 
ground carrying out his assignment, 
which was to make the Hurricane 
Harvey Houston relief effort work ef- 
fectively and efficiently. Bishop Blake 
also expressed gratitude to the bish- 
ops who traveled from the Bishops 
Conference in San Antonio, TX to 
attend the opening of the SRC, and to 
Bishop Vincent Mathews, President of 
COGIC World Missions and co-coor- 
dinator of Hurricane Relief. Bishop 
Blake then recognized local city of- 
ficials and volunteers who assisted 
with the SRC. He also expressed 
thanks to all departments and min- 
istries within COGIC, stating that 
history would record the unified 
and selfless effort as something that 
had never been done on that magni- 
tude before. 
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Bishop Blake shared his personal 
reaction to watching the news 
coverage of the devastation and 
despair of those who lost, literally, 
everything. He used a quote from 
Thornton Wilder stating, “Hope 

is a projection of the imagination, 
and what was thought a few days 
ago is now a reality.” He con- 
tinued the quotation, “Hope is an 
energy and arouses the mind to ex- 
plore every possibility to combat 
despair.” He stated, “This Center 
represents the combined efforts of 
COGIC to turn despair into hope 
for all races, creeds, and back- 
grounds who will come to this 
center seeking assistance. Bishop 
Blake concluded by quoting what 
Jesus said in John 13:34-35, ‘A 
new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another.’ It is 
with the love of the Lord that I cut 
the ribbon and begin the operation 
of this Resource Center.” TWT 


For more information about 
COGIC Charities, and to donate to 
disaster relief efforts, please visit 
http://www.cogic.org/cogicchari- 
ties/disaster-relief/. 


Queen E. Phillips is a licensed evange- 
list missionary, published author, CWC 
curriculum writer and ministry leader 

at Mt. Rose COGIC, The City of Ref- 
uge, Crosby, TX, under the leadership of 
Dr. Ron Eagleton, senior pastor Email: 
queenephillips@gmail.com. Connect with 
Queen on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
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By Elder Michael Payton 


Editor’s Note: Chicago is just one of the many cities and 
regions that aided COGIC Charities in our Hurricane Relief 
Efforts. Abundant thanks to all of our Regional Centers and 


churches that helped COGIC Charities help those in need! 


James 2:15-16, which states —“If a brother or sister be naked, 
and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart 
in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them 
not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it 
profit?” - was the motivation for the tremendous move of love 
in the Chicago region for the COGIC Hurricane Harvey Relief 
Effort. As one of numerous cities that banned together to ensure 
that COGIC Charities could successfully help the distressed, 
Chicago’s relief project was executed under the vision of Presiding 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., and expedited in the Chicago 
region by Northwest Regional Bishop Edward Goodwin (Illinois 
7th) and Bishop Ocie Booker (Illinois 1st). All of the area bishops 
were instrumental in the planning and implementation of the 


COGIC Charities project, and the people had a mind to work! 


According to Charles 
Spurgeon, “Every Christian is 
either a missionary or an impos- 
ter.” Regardless of the ministry in 
which we serve, we must be ready 
to help those in need. Selected to 
facilitate the groundwork of the 
Chicago area project were the ju- 
risdictional leaders of the Evange- 
lism, Missions and Sunday School 
departments - the E.M.S. Response 
Team! The department heads 
solicited assistance from their 
workers and a holy alliance was 
formed. Social media was used 
to spread the word and the people 
responded. The magnitude of 
devastation in Texas and Louisiana 
left many who were watching from 
afar in shock and in prayer for the 
millions directly affected by the 
horrible storm. Watching all of the 
cataclysmic damage unfold surely 
touched people’s hearts and moved 
them to labor...and God did the 
rest. 

The model, given cen- 
turies ago by the Apostle John, 
is simple: “But whoso hath this 
world’s good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in 
him?” Saints from across Illinois, 
Indiana and Wisconsin came out 
in droves with water, food, toilet- 
ries, cleaning supplies, clothes and 
more. Mother Frankie Redditt, an 
adjutant for our church, graciously 
opened her business, Ashley’s 
Quality Care Inc., as a designated 
drop-off location. Volunteers 
across jurisdictions and depart- 
ments worked untiringly for four 
days unloading, sorting, organiz- 
ing, boxing, shrink-wrapping and 
preparing trucks for departure. 

Cars, vans and trucks were 
driven by enthusiastic and benevo- 
lent saints. Financial donations 
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were made to purchase even more 
supplies and daily, a local restau- 
rant fed the volunteers a mouthwa- 
tering lunch. A local construction 
company even donated pallets 

for transport. Another Christian 
church not affiliated with COGIC 
was so moved by the social media 
highlights of the project that they 
sent a truckload of supplies. The 
Chicago region collected such a 
remarkable amount of items that 
two additional trucks were needed 
to ship the haul. God composed 
this symphony of love and He 
created a masterpiece! This EMS 
Response Team will continue to 
serve by organizing effort even 
before disaster strikes. 

It was an honor to assist 
COGIC Charities in the continual 
effort to reach humanity. The 
church in its emulation of Christ 
has to have the mind and heart of 
our Savior. The work of COGIC 
Charities has reached thousands 
since its inception under former 
Presiding Bishop G.E. Patterson, 
and we were honored to assist. 
We pray that God will move the 
heart of people everywhere to 
support the mission of the benevo- 
lent arm of the church. And to the 
people hit by this terrible disaster, 
you are not alone. The Church Of 
God In Christ is operating under 
the words of Solomon: “Many 
waters cannot quench love; neither 
can the floods drown it! TWT 


Elder Michael L. Payton is the Jurisdictional 
Sunday School Superintendent for Illinois 
First Jurisdiction, Bishop Ocie Booker. He 
was chosen by Bishop Booker to coordi- 
nate the Chicago Region for the COGIC 
Hurricane Relief Effort. Elder Payton ts a 
member of the New Birth COGIC under 


the leadership of Bishop Willard L. Payton. 
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ALABAMA 


Birmingham, Alabama 


O. L. Meadows Cathedral 
5298 Bessemer Superhighway 
Brighton, Alabama 35020 
Phone: 205-462-5054 
Montgomery, Alabama 


New Life COGIC Annex 2 
5000 Patterson Road 
Montgomery, Alabama 36116 
Phone: 334-558-0258 


ARKANSAS 


Little Rock, Arkansas 


Holy Temple Cathedral COGIC 
1322 Pulaski Street (Daisy Bates Drive) 


Little Rock, Arkansas 


CALIFORNIA 


Antioch, California 


Grace Temple Church of God in Christ 


1001 Fitzuren Road 
Antioch, CA 94509 
Pastor Henry Kelly 
Phone: 925-779-1491 


RELIEF 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST (COGIC) CHARITIES 


HURRICANES 


y-Loa ¥ 
3g ve 5 gy 


oe 
a 


EFFORT 


Fresno, California 


Saints Community Church of God in Christ 


3740 E Ashlan 

Supt. Bruce McAlister 
Fresno, CA 93726 
Phone: 559-227-9819 
Hayward, California 


Glad Tidings Church Of God In Christ 
1027 W. Tennyson Road 

Hayward, California 94544 

Phone: 510-783-9377 

Los Angeles, California 


West Angeles Church Of God In Christ 
3600 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Los Angeles, California 90016 

Phone: 323-733-8300 

Oakland, California 


Acts Full Gospel Church Of God In Christ 
1034 66th Ave. 

Oakland, California 94621 

Phone: 844-429-2342 

Palo Alto, California 


Grace Temple Church of God in Christ 
1970 Clarke Avenue 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Bishop Leo Smith 

Phone: 408-505-2599 

Sacramento, California 


SURRICANE 


Williams Memorial Church of God in Christ 
4495 Martin Luther King Blvd 

Sacramento, CA 92580 

Pastor Larry Meeks 

Phone: 916-453-9033 

San Diego, California 


Stephens Church Of God In Christ 
5825 Imperial Ave 

San Diego, California 92114 
Stockton, California 


Greater Fellowship COGIC 
1937 East 8th Street 
Stockton, CA 95206 

Pastor Darrel Smith 

Phone: 209-688-8656 


ILLINOIS 


Chicago, Illinois 


Ashley’s Quality Care, Inc. 

610 West Root Street (41st and Wallace Streets) 
Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Phone: 312-678-5730 

Washington Park, Illinois 


Mt. Calvary COGIC 

1420 North 49th Street 
Washington Park, Illinois 62204 
Phone: 618-593-8934 


INDIANA 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


Freedom Temple Church Of God In Christ 
2101 E. Brookside 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46218 

Phone: 317-638-7446 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Springfield, Massachusetts 


Fresh Anointing Church Of God in Christ 
961 St. James Ave. 

Springfield, Massachusetts 01109 

Phone: 413-221-2647 

MICHIGAN 
Benton Harbor, Michigan | 


Community Church of God in Christ | 
870 Nate Wells Dr. | 
Benton Harbor, Michigan 

Detroit, Michigan 


Greater Emmanuel Institutional 
Church Of God In Christ 

19190 Schafer Highway 

Detroit, Michigan 48235 

Detroit, Michigan 


New St. Paul Tabernacle Church Of God In Christ 
15340 Southfield Freeway 

Bishop P. A. Brooks Drive) 

Detroit, Michigan 48223 

Flint, Michigan 


Cathedral of Faith Church of God in Christ 
6031 DuPont St. 

Flint, MI 48505 

Administrative Assistant Christopher E. Martin, Pastor 
Phone: 810-458-7718 

Muskegon, Michigan 


Holy Trinity Church of God in Christ 
2240 Valley Street 
Muskegon, Michigan 49441 


MISSISSIPPI 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 


Mississippi Delta Council 
1536 Desoto Avenue 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 38614 
Contact Person: Donald Green 
Phone: 662-902-1373 

*Call before drop off 
Lexington, Mississippi 
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Saints Academy/COGIC, INC 
B.S. Lyles Building 

16979 Highway 17 South 
Lexington, Mississippi 39095 
Contact Person: Elder Clint Cobbins 
Phone: 601-502-7808 


MISSOURI 


Kansas City, Missouri 


Barker Memorial Church of God in Christ 
11401 E. 47th Street 

Kansas City, Missouri 64133 

Phone: 816-737-1740 

Pine Lawn, Missouri 


Miracle Temple Complex Church of God in Christ 
4101 Jennings Station Road 

Pine Lawn, Missouri 63121 

Superintendent T J Rodgers, 314-443-4773 

Elder Johnathan Rodgers, 314-323-3470 

St Louis, Missouri 


El Bethel Church of God in Christ 
4020 Page Boulevard 

St Louis, Missouri 63113 

Missionary Barbara Hooks, 314-753-7942 
Minister Samuel Watts, 314-240-6600 

St Louis, Missouri 


New Life Community Church of God in Christ 
1570 Chambers Road 

St Louis, Missouri 63136 

Auxiliary Bishop Timothy Smith, 314-393-5199 
St Louis, Missouri 


Shiloh Temple COGIC 

4100 Washington Boulevard 

St Louis, Missouri, 63108 

Missionary Angela Sanders, 314-713-3760 
St Louis, Missouri 


The Empowered Church COGIC 
Lady J. B.House 

12220 Fontaine Lane 

St Louis, Missouri 63138 
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Evangelist Solar Gordon 
314-653-1783 or 314-355-3444 
Mark Carter, 314-496-5084 

St Louis, Missouri 


Williams Temple Church of God in Christ 
1500 Union Blvd 

St Louis, Missouri 63113 

Elder Lawrence Wooten, Jr., 314-368-9696 
Mark Carter, 314-496-5084 


NEW YORK 


Freeport, New York 


Zion Cathedral Church Of God In Christ 
312 Grand Ave. 

Freeport, New York 11520 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Raleigh, North Carolina 


Abundant Life Christian Center 
Church Of God In Christ 

4400 Old Poole Rd. 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27610 
Phone: 919-231-1197 


OHIO 


Trotwood, Ohio 


Gateway Church of God in Christ 
5501 Olive Rd. 

Trotwood, OH 45426 

Elder Norman J. Scearce II, Pastor 
Phone: 937-479-4404 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia, PA 


Mount Airy Church of God in Christ 

6401 Ogontz Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA 19126 

215-276-2960 

Dr. J. Louis Felton — Senior Pastor/Servant Leader 
Elder Olen Jones — Facilitator 
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TENNESSEE 


Memphis, Tennessee 


Mason Temple (National Headquarters) 
930 Mason Street 
Memphis, Tennessee 38126 


TEXAS 


Dallas, Texas 


Saintsville Church Of God In Christ 
2200 S. Marsalis Ave 

Dallas; TX 75216 

Phone: 214-375-4105 

Dallas, Texas 


Strong Arm’s Church of God in Christ 
135 Pemberton Hill Rd 

Dallas, TX 75217 

Bishop Nathaniel Wells, 214-398-9030 
Michael Jackson, 214-710-0609 

Fort Worth, Texas 


Greater Love Chapel COGIC 
1149 E. Rosedale 

Fort Worth, TX 

817-877-4447 

Irving, Texas 


West Irving COGIC 
4021 Conflans Road 
Irving, TX 75061 
(972) 790-8036 
VIRGINIA 
Hampton, Virginia 


Greater Emmanuel Temple COGIC 
1225 North King St. 

Hampton, Virginia 23669 

Phone: 757-265-9482 

Portsmouth, Virginia 


New Community Temple Church Of God In Christ 
3615 Tyreneck (Bishop Ted G. Thomas Way) 
Portsmouth, Virginia 23703 

Phone: 757-484-8903 


WISCONSIN 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Greater Mt. Sinai COGIC 
5384 N 60th Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53218 
Phone: 414-463-5035 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Holy Cathedral Sinai COGIC 
2677 N 40th Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210 
Phone: 414-447-1967 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Holy Redeemer Institutional COGIC 
3500 W. Mother Daniels Way 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 

Phone: 414-466-1800 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Peter’s Rock COGIC 
1135 West Keefe Avenue | 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53206 | 
Phone: 414-553-5199 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Little Community COGIC | 
2025 W. Hampton Ave. G 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53200 
+Phone: 414-444-89-80 
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Started as an attorney. 


_ Holds law degree fror 
first in her family to g 


~ Active in the Organization ¢ 


Both of my parents come from large families that migrated to the mainland U.S. from Puerto Rico when they were 


very young. They watched their parents struggle and never get ahead. But, they were determined that one day their 
own children could realize a better future. 


| Growing up in a close, extended family exposed me to a variety of challenges. We depended on one another, . 
| and for me that meant taking on huge responsibilities, even at a young age. At times, this could be / 


emotionally draining, but it taught me how strong | really was. With the support of my family, | learned 7 
| that problems are really opportunities to reshape the things we're not happy with. Anything is possible y 
i with persistence and focus. 


This is an important part of my fabric. It’s what makes me passionate about life and our mission 
to improve patient outcomes. Just as | have personally overcome challenges, | hope to use these 
experiences to positively impact the lives of others. 


Lilly salutes the 110th 
Holy Convocation of the 
Church of God in Christ. 
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Its Good News tor God's People 
Phaie AAMT 
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Church of God in Christ 


MAGAZINE 


Since 1895 


www.cogic.org 877-746-8578 


